“Drive-Up Appeal”: Get Your Property Ready to Show

FIRST IMPRESSIONS COUNT

« Buyers form opinions before stepping inside—often from the car.
« View your home from across the street and compare it to neighbours.
» Work your way from outside in to maximize impact.

LANDSCAPING

» Keep landscaping neat and proportional—complements the home, doesn’t hide it.

« Too little greenery? Add bushes, but skip new trees (too costly, little ROI).

« Too much greenery? Trim overgrown shrubs to below window level, remove ivy, and prune tree limbs to
walkable height.

« Lawn care: freshly cut, evenly green, and free of weeds, brown spots, and clippings. Re-sod or fertilize
early if needed.

« Add pops of colour with mature flowers (e.g., petunias, periwinkles) or porch flowerpots. Avoid
seeds/bulbs—they take too long to bloom.

« If you have a pool, keep it sparkling, clean, and leaf-free.

HOUSE EXTERIOR

» Fresh paint boosts perceived value—stick to neutral or neighbourhood-appropriate colours.
« Inspect roof:

o Leaking/old? Replace before listing (buyers will ask).

o No visible issues? Wait for home inspector’s report.
« Ensure exterior looks well-maintained, not faded or weathered.

FRONT DOOR & PORCH

The entry sets the tone—make it welcoming and polished.

Repaint or refinish the front door if worn.

Fix or replace the doorbell.

Polish hardware and clean the mailbox.

Keep the porch swept and add a new plush doormat.

Ensure the lock and key work smoothly—avoid fumbling at showings.

*Small exterior upgrades = big first impressions. Buyers notice care and maintenance before they even step
inside.
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